
Form No 10-300 (Rev 10-74) 

u N m t D  S T A T t s  D t P A @ t N T o F  T H t  I N T E R I O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t  
AND/OR COMMON 

Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t  

 LOCATION I 
STREET & NUMBER 

! 
I 

west and n o r t h  sf Vermont l O O A  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

P l p o u t h  (Plymouth Notch$ VICINITY OF a t  l a r e e  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Vermont 050 Windsor 02 7 

  CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

XDISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCU PIED 

-BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE XBOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS X Y E S :  RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

PRESENT USE 

-X~GRICULTURE XMUSEUM 
XCOMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS 
-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

 OWNER OFPROPERTY - p r i n c i p a l  

NAME 

S t a t e  of Vermont, -- Division of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  
STREET & NUFABER 

Pavi l ion  Building 
.a- 

CITY. TOWN ST ATE 

Montpelier - VICINITY OF Vermont 

PLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Off ice  of Town Clerk  
STREET & NUMBER 

Vermont Rate  100 (no s t ree t  n~ 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Plymouth Vermont 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

S t a t e  Survey of H i s t o r i c  --- S i t e s  and Buildings 
DATE 

1967-68 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEYRECORDS Vermont Pivlslton of His tor ic  S i t e s  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

bnt-y Vermont 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ARIGINAL SITE 
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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  v i l l a g e  cen te r  of Plymouth, Ver- 
mont, i s  loca ted  i n  a bowl-shaped v a l l e y  defined by t h e  s lopes  of East  Mountain on t h e  
e a s t ,  Soltudus Mountain and Mount Tom on t h e  south and southwest, and Wood Peak on the  
no r th  ( a l l  p a r t  of t h e  Green Mountain cha in) .  The bui ld ings  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (known l o c a l l y  
a s  Plymouth Notch) s tand  along two i n t e r s e c t i n g  roads branching west and n o r t h  from 
Vermont Route lOOA and a r e  surrounded by woods and open f i e l d s .  Of these  f i f t e e n  bu i ld ings  
only t h r e e  a r e  of modem date ;  t hese  a r e  t h e  Museum/Visitor's Center operated by t h e  
Vermont Divis ion  of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  and two res idences  occupied by t h e  owners of one of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  farms. The remaining bui ld ings  range i n  d a t e  from e a r l y  t o  l a t e  19 th  century 
and a l l  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s i t e .  Brief  desc r ip t ions  of major bui ld ings  
fol low (numbers correspond t o  those on t h e  accompanying ske tch  map): 

1. Old Coolidge Farmhouse. This two-story frame and clapboard house wi th  cen te r  chimney 
of b r i c k  was b u i l t  about 1800 by Pres ident  ~ o o l i d g e ' s  grandfather;  t h e  o l d e s t  bu i ld ing  i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  house r e t a i n s  i t s  barn and r e l a t e d  outbui ld ings .  

2. Fanner 's Museum. B u i l t  a s  t h e  barn of t h e  Wilder House, t h i s  r ec t angu la r  wooden 
s t r u c t u r e  i s  no tab le  f o r  its s i z e  and t h e  q u a l i t y  of i ts  cons t ruc t ion .  Hand-hewn beams 
were shaped where they were cu t ,  pre-arranged a t  t h e  s i t e ,  and assembled i n  a one-day 
barn r a i s i n g .  The main f l o o r ,  en tered  from t h e  f r o n t  (west) housed wagons and implements; 
t h e  s t a b l e  a rea ,  en tered  from t h e  r e a r ,  was loca ted  on t h e  lower l e v e l .  

3. Wilder House. B u i l t  about 1830, t h i s  house c o n s i s t s  of a rec tangular  main block and 
an  e l l ,  each two s t o r i e s ,  f rame-and clapboard, wi th  gabled roof .  Fenes t r a t ion  i s  i r r e g u l a r  
and e x t e r i o r  decora t ion  i s  minimal. 

4. Coolidge Homestead. This 1%-story frame and clapboard house (with gabled roof broken 
by shed dormers) and a t tached woodshed and barn ( eas t e rn  end) rJashpurchased by Pres ident  
Coolidge's f a t h e r  i n  1876. The e l d e r  Coolidge added t h e  porch and a 2-story bay window 
on t h e  f r o n t  (south) of t h e  house. The d in ing  room is  furn ished  exac t ly  a s  i t  was when 
Coolidge took t h e  oa th  of o f f i c e  a s  Pres ident  t h e r e  on August 3,  1924; t h e  remainder of 
t h e  house i s  furnished e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  i t  was during t h e  Coolidge family residence.  Bed- 
rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  n o t  open t o  t h e  publ ic .  

- 5. Coolidge Cheese Factory. This 2%-story r ec t angu la r  (2 bays by 7 bays) bu i ld ing  of 
frame and clapboard was cons t ruc ted  i n  1890. Closed during t h e  1930's ,  t h e  f ac to ry  was 
renovated and reopened i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970's. 

- 6. Schoolhouse. The p resen t  bu i ld ing ,  a one-room, 1%-story frame and clapboard s t r u c t u r e ,  
was cons t ruc ted  i n  1890. t o  i-eplace.,the earlier s tone  schoolhouse from which Calvin Coolidge 
graduated i n  1885. Stones from t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing ,  taken from a l o c a l  su r face  quarry,  
were used f o r  t h e  foundation of t h e  second. 

7. Azro Johnson House. B u i l t  about 1840, t h e  Johnson farmhouse i s  an example of n a t i v e  
s tone  snecked wal l ing  (constructed of squared s tones  of d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s ,  not  l a i d  i n  
r egu la r  courses)  t y p i c a l  of t h i s  a r e a  of Vermont. Both t h e  house and r e l a t e d  farmland 
con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g  of t h e  Homestead D i s t r i c t .  

8. Union Chr i s t i an  Church. This frame and clapboard bu i ld ing  wi th  2-stage tower was 
e rec t ed  i n  1840. The e x t e r i o r  of t h e  church has  simple Greek Revival d e t a i l i n g ;  t h e  
p ine  shea th ing  and ca rpen te r  goth ic  d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  d a t e  from 1890. 



PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1 400-  1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-  1 5 9 9  A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1 600 -1  6 9 9  ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1 700-  1 7 9 9  A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

X-1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRAN.SPORTATION 

x 1 9 0 0 -  -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY ~ O L I T I C S / G O V E R N M E N T *  -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

o a i r s  a f t e r  1865 

SPECIFIC DATES,. BUI LDER/ARCH ITECT 
1872-1887; 1923 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although Calvin Coolidge, t h i r t i e t h  Pres ident  of the United S t a t e s ,  spent  most of h i s  
a d u l t  l i f e  ou t s ide  of Vermont, he  remained a Vermonter i n  s p i r i t  and cha rac te r  and re turned  
r egu la r ly  f a r  vaca t ions  a t  h i s  home town of Plymouth. The Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s -  
t r i c t  a t  Plymouth Notch, t h e  v i l l a g e  cen te r  of Plymouth, conta ins  some 15  bu i ld ings  which 
Coolidge knew in t ima te ly  a s  a youth and an a d u l t .  Here a r e  Coolidge's b i r t h p l a c e ,  h i s  
boyhood home (where he l a t e r  took t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  oa th  of o f f i c e ) ,  t h e  church which he 
at tended,  t h e  homes of r e l a t i v e s  and family f r i e n d s ,  and h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s t o r e  wi th  t h e  h a l l  
which served a s  t h e  P res iden t ' s  o f f i c e  during t h e  summer of 1924. With t h e  exception of 
t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  (modernized and now res to red  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance),  none of t h e  
major bui ld ings  has  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  a whole preserves  t h e  
atmosphere of t h e  1 9 t h  century r u r a l  Vermont t h a t  Coolidge loved. 

Since 1956 t h e  Vermont Division of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  has acquired seven bu i ld ings  a t  Plymouth 
Notch (nearly a l l  a r e  scheduled f o r  eventua l  a c q u i s i t i o n )  and now maintains them a s  a 
memorial t o  Calvin Coolidge. The major i ty  of t h e  remaining bu i ld ings  a r e  owned by John 
Coolidge, son of t h e  Pres ident ,  and a r e  a l s o  being c a r e f u l l y  maintained. With t h e  excep- 
t i o n  of p r i v a t e  r e s i d , e n w , ,  t h e  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t  a r e  
open t o  t h e  pub l i c  from 9 t o  6 d a i l y ,  Memorial Day through mid-October. 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

John Calvin Coolidge was born a t  Plymouth, Vermont on Ju ly  4 ,  1872. Af t e r  a t t end ing  t h e  
l o c a l  grammar school  and the Black River Academy a t  nearby Ludlow (1887-go), Coolidge 
entered  Amherst College, graduat ing cum laude i n  1895. He then s tud ied  law and opened 
a p r a c t i c e  a t  Northampton, Massachusetts i n  1897. Following t h e  example of h i s  f a t h e r ,  
who he ld  a number of e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n  Plymouth, Coolidge entered  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  
Elected a s  a member of t h e  Northampton City Council i n  1898, Coolidge subsequently enjoyed 
a s teady r i s e  i n  t h e  Massachusetts Republican Par ty .  Mayor of Northampton i n  1910-11 and 
s t a t e  sena to r  i n  1911-15, he won t h e  l ieutenant-governorship i n  1915 and t h e  governorship 
i n  1918. 

Governor Coolidge came t o  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  through h i s  ac t ions  i n  t h e  Boston p o l i c e  
s t r i k e  of 1919. When t h e  suspension of l a w  enforcement r e s u l t e d  in. a day and two n i g h t s  
of r i b t i n g ,  Coolidge ordered t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  guard t o  Boston t o  r e s t o r e  order  and demon- 
strate t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was "no r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  pub l i c  s a f e t y  by anybody, 
anywhere, anytime. " Impressed by h i s  firmness and p r e c i s e  l eade r sh ip ,  t h e  Republican 
n a t i o n a l  convention of 1920 s e l e c t e d  Coolidge a s  running-mate f o r  Warren G. Harding. The 
Harding-Coolidge t i c k e t  won t h e  e l e c t i o n  by a comfortable major i ty .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The boundaries of the National  H i s t o r i c  Landmark des ignat ion  f o r  t h e  Calv$n Coolidge 
Homestead D i s t r i c t  (shown i n  red  on t h e  accompanying ske tch  map and i n  b lack  on t h e  
accompanying U.S.G.S. map) a r e  defined a s  follows: Beginning a t  a po in t  no r theas t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Plymouth Notch, s a i d  po in t  marking t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Pinney Hollow 
Brook and t h e  western cu rb l ine  of Vermont Route 100A; thence sou the r ly  and wes ter ly  
along s a i d  cu rb l ine  t o  i ts  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  western l i n e  of an unimprov e$a+i) 

LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
Pol ly  M. Ret t ig ,  His tor ian ,  Landmark Review Pro jec t ;  o r i g i n a l  form prepared 

by S. Sqdney Bradford, H i s to r i an ,  September, 1965 
ORGANIZATION 

H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Survey, National  Park  Serv ice  7$$75 
STREET 81 NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1100 L S t r e e t ,  N.W. 202-523-5464 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Washineton D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 
* 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
T H E  EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS. 

STATE NATIONAL - 

(KBTIOFTAT~ !TTZTO:?IC ( ~ A T I o N ~ L  RHISTORIC 
L ! ~ ? ~ D L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ) W D U U K 5  ) 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U NlTED STA-T'ES DEPAK'I'hlEN-T- Ok- I'HL 1Nlk:KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

Calvin Coolidge 
CONTI NU ATION SHEET Homestead D i s t r i c t l T E M  N U M B E R  7 PAGE 2 

9. Coolidge S t o r e  and B i r t hp l ace .  B u i l t  b e f o r e  1835, t h i s  t y p i c a l  count ry  s t o r e  con- 
sists of  a 2-s tory main b lock  w i t h  a 1%-story s t o r a g e  e l l  on t h e  sou the rn  s i d e ,  each of 
frame and clapboard w i th  gabled roo f .  The B i r t hp l ace ,  a 1%-story frame and clapboard 
c o t t a g e  w i t h  1-s to ry  e l l  a t t a c h e d ,  was cons t ruc t ed  a t  t h e  r e a r  (west)  of t h e  s t o r e  
about  1840. The 5-room house had been modernized bu t  was r e s t o r e d  i n  1971; p r e s e n t  
f u r n i s h i n g s  i n c l u d e  many p i e c e s  used by t h e  Coolidge family dur ing  t h e i r  8-year resi- 
dence here .  

10.  Brown House. This  2-s tory frame and clapboard house w i th  gabled roof  was b u i l t  
i n  1868; t h e  house and r e l a t e d  o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  c e n t e r  of  an a c t i v e  farm. 

11. Ald r i ch  House. The Aldr ich  proper ty  i s  a good example of t h e  "continuous a r ch i -  
t e c t u r e W f r e q u e n t l y  cons t ruc t ed  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of New England. The house i t s e l f  i s  
a 14-s tory gable-roofed c o t t a g e  of  t h e  Cape Cod type :  a t t a ched  i n  s e r i e s  a t  t h e  r e a r  
( e a s t )  a r e  5 gable-robfed wooden barns  and sheds.  

12. Museum/Visitor's Center.  Erected by t h e  Vermont D iv i s ion  of  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  19701s,  t h i s  2-s tory s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  1-s to ry  wooden e l l  con t a in s  a 
museum, r ecep t ion  room, g i f t  shop,  and s t a f f  o f f i c e s .  The snecked w a l l i n g  of t h e  
e x t e r i o r  i s  cons t ruc t ed  of s t o n e  taken  from a l o c a l  s u r f a c e  quar ry ;  the roof i s  
Vermont s l a t e .  Both t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  ad j acen t  park ing  l o t  a r e  set a t  a lower 
e l e v a t i o n  than  t h e  co re  a r e a  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and screened from i t  by mature sh rubs .  
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Vice-president  Coolidge w a s  vaca t ion ing  w i t h  h i s  family a t  Plymouth when he received 
word of P re s iden t  Harding's death.  Col. John Coolidge, a  no t a ry  p u b l i c ,  adminis tered 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  oa th  of o f f i c e  t o  h i s  son i n  t h e  family d in ing  room a t  2:47 a.m. on 
August 3,  1923. (Years later ,  when asked how he knew he  could admin i s t e r  t h e  oa th ,  
t h e  e l d e r  Coolidge r e p l i e d ,  "I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I couiLdnlt.") Coolidge was r a p i d l y  
accepted by t h e  country a s  a  symbol of calm, p r a c t i c a l ,  commonsense l e a d e r s h i p  and 
i n  1924 w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  presidency i n  h i s  own r i g h t .  H i s  admin i s t r a t i on  was char- 
a c t e r i z e d  by a  domestic po l i cy  emphasizing government e f f i c i e n c y  and economy and non- 
i n t e r f e r e n c e  by government i n  bus ines s  and i n d u s t r y ,  and by a f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  aimed a t  
f u r t h e r i n g  peace and disarmament wi thout  p o l i t i c a l  o r  m i l i t a r y  entanglements.  

On h i s  r e t i r emen t  from t h e  White House i n  March, 1929, Coolidge r e tu rned  t o  Northampton, 
where he wrote  h i s  autobiography and prepared occas iona l  p i eces  f o r  newspapers and 
magazines. H e  d i ed  a t  h i s  Northampton home on January 5, 1933. 

A summary of t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t  fo l lows  (numbers co r r e s -  
pond t o  those  on t h e  accompanying ske t ch  map): 

1. Old Coolidge Farmhouse. B u i l t  about 1800 by P re s iden t  ~ o o l i d g e ' s  g r and fa the r  and 
b i r t h p l a c e  of h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Coolidge's 
ances to r s  were among t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Plymouth a r e a  a s  they  had a l s o  been 
i n  Massachusetts.  

2. Farmer's Museum. B u i l t  a s  t h e  barn of t h e  Wilder House, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  1s one of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  Plymouth farm bu i ld ings .  It now houses an e x h i b i t i o n  of 1 9 t h  cen tury  
fama t o o l s  and machinery c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  Plymouth a r ea .  

3. Wilder House. B u i l t  about 1830, t h i s  b u i l d i n g  served a s  an i n n  ( t h e  Lakin Hote l  
opera ted  by Ebenezer Lakin) and was l a t e r  t h e  home of P re s iden t  Coolidge's mother 
V i c t o r i a .  Josephine Moore; Cool idge 's  p a r e n t s  were marr ied h e r e  i n  1868. The house 
i s  now owned by t h e  Vermont Div is ion  o f ' H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  and s e r v e s  as a  h o s p i t a l i t y  
c e n t e r  and r e s t a u r a n t .  

4 .  Coolidge Homestead. Calvin Coolidge moved t o  t h i s  house, purchased by h i s  f a t h e r  
i n  1876, a t  t h e  age of  4 and l i v e d  he re  cont inuously u n t i l  1887 when he  began t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  Black River  Academy a t  Ludlow, Vermont. H e  re turned  t o  t h e  Homestead f a r  
f r equen t  vaca t ions  a s  an a d u l t .  The house remained i n  t h e  Coolidge family u n t i l  1956 
when i t  w a s  given t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Vermont. Furnishings a r e  o r i g i n a l  and arranged 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  they were when Coolidge took t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  oa th  of o f f i c e  he re  on 
August 3,  1923. 

5. Coolidge Cheese Factory.  The cheese f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  i n  1890 by Col. John Coolidge, 
James S. Brown, and two o t h e r  l o c a l  farmers  s o  t h a t  they  would have a convenient market 
f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  amount of milk produced by t h e i r  farms; t h e  p fan t  continued t o  
o p e r a t e  u n t i l  t h e  1930's.  The o r i g i n a l  cheese-making equipment is  now on d i s p l a y  i n  
t h e  ~armer 's Museum. The f a c t o r y  w a s  renovated i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970's and now produces 
cheese according t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  formhla. 
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6. Schoolhouse. The one-room s tone  schoolhouse where Calvin Coolidge graduated from 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

t h e  e igh th  grade i n  1885 was replaced by t h i s  wooden bu i ld ing  i n  1890. Stones from 
t h e  f i r s t  schoolhouse, taken from a l o c a l  su r face  quarry,  were used f o r  t h e  foundation 
of t h e  second. 

RECEIVED 

7. Azro Johnson House. The no tab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  s tone  farmhouse, 
b u i l t  about 1840, is  i t s  snecked wal l ing ,  f requent ly  used i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  Vermont. 
The house and r e l a t e d  land dominate t h e  view west from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

8. Union Chr i s t i an  Church. This wooden bui ld ing  wi th  simple Greek Revival d e t a i l i n g  
was e rec t ed  i n  1840 a s  a  town meeting house and formally dedicated a s  a  Congregational 
Church i n  1842. The carpenter  goth ic  i n t e r i o r  da t e s  from t h e  1890 renovat ion of t h e  
bui ld ing .  Pres ident  Coolidge at tended se rv ices  he re  when i n  Plymouth. In  1942 t h e  
bu i ld ing  became a union church; s e r v i c e s  a r e  s t i l l  he ld  he re  on Sundays dur ing  Ju ly  
and August. 

9. Coolidge S to re  and Bir thplace.  Col. John Coolidge was idready opera t ing  t h e  
genera l  s t o r e  i n  Plymouth a t  t h e  time of h i s  marriage i n  1868, though he  d i d  no t  pur- 
chase t h e  bui ld ing  u n t i l  l a t e r .  Col. Coolidge r e t a ined  ownership of t h e  s t o r e  u n t i l  
World War I but  Franklin C. Moore, Pres ident  Coolidge's uncle ,  ran  t h e  business  a f t e r  
1877. The h a l l  above t h e  starre was r egu la r ly  used f o r  pub l i c  meetings and dances, 
and during t h e  summer of 1924 served a s  t h e  p res iden t ' s  o f f i c e .  The bu i ld ing  i s  now 
open t o  t h e  pub l i c  as  a  museum s t o r e .  

Calvin Coolidge was born i n  t h e  downstairs  bedroom of t h e  smal l  house a t  t h e  r e a r  of 
t h e  sbore  i n  Ju ly  4 ,  1872. Four yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  Coolidge family moved t o  t h e  Home- 
s tead  across  t h e  s t r e e t .  Unlike t h e  major i ty  of t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
Bi r thplace  had been modernized but  was r e s to red  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  pppearance i n  19713 
much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e  had been r e t a ined  by t h e  Coolidge family and was 
returned t o  t h e  house a t  t h a t  time. 

10. Brown House. Under t h e  ownership of James S. Brown, t h i s  house was t h e  cen te r  
of one of t h e  outs tanding  farms i n  t h e  Plymouth area .  The Brown family,  l i k e  t h e  
Coolidges, were among t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  a t  Plymouth, and James Brown was a s  promin- 
en t  i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  Col. Coolidge.,.i M r s .  Brown at tended t h e  b i r t h  of Calvin 
Coolidge. 

11. Aldrich House. This Cape Cod s t y l e  co t t age  was t h e  home of .  Ca r r i e  A. Brown, who 
became t h e  second wife  of Col. John Coolidge i n  1891; much admired a s  a  t eache r ,  she  
a l s o  served f o r  many yea r s  a s  ~ l y m o ~ t h ' s  post-mistress .  Af ter  h e r  marr iage t h e  house 
was occupied by M r .  Aldrich,  who came t o  Plymouth t o  opera te  t h e  new cheese f ac to ry .  

A l l  of t hese  bu i ld ings  a r e  maintained i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion  and t h e  v i l l g g e  a s  a 
whole r e t a i n s  t h e  cha rac te r  of 19 th  century r u r a l  Vermont. Seven bu i ld ings  a r e  
cu r ren t ly  owned by t h e  Vermont Division of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  (near ly  a l l  a r e  scheduled 
f o r  eventua l  a c q u i s i t i o n ) ;  of t h e  remaining number, t h e  major i ty  a r e  owned by John 
Coolidge, son of t h e  Pres ident .  With t h e  exception of p r i v a t e  res idences ,  t he  
bui ld ings  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  open t o  t h e  publ ic  from 9 t o  6 d a i l y ,  Memorial Day 
through mid-October . 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D  STATES DEPAKI'MLNT OF 1'HL 1N~l ' t :KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DAf E ENTERED ! 
Calvin Coolidge 

CONTI NU ATION ~ ~ E E ~ H o m e S t e a d  D i s t r i c t  ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 2 

l e ad ing  n o r t h  from Route 100A; thence,  nor thwes te r ly  i n  a  d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  a p o i n t ,  s a i d  
po in t  marking the:fork of t h e  road l ead ing  northwest  from Plymouth Notch toward Grass 
Pond; thence e a s t e r l y  i n  a  d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of beginning. 

Note: 1 )  though included i n  t h e s e  boundaries  f o r  convenience i n  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  
~ u s e u m / V i s i t o r ' s  Center  and ad j acen t  park ing  l o t  do n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Landmark; 2) t h e  Calvin Coolidge Homestead D i s t r i c t  is loca t ed  
w i th in  t h e  boundaries  of t h e  l a r g e r  Plymouth H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  a s  l i s t e d  on t h e  
Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces .  
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